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CENTRAL RESEARCH & TRAINING LABORATORY 





|' S the pioneer in the entire 

ecience centre profession 
Nowhere @xists such a centralised 
extensive facility for human re- 
source development, for a science 
centre movement, From scratch to 
finish, it has taken NCOSM just a 
span of lwo years, to fully commis- 
sion at Salt Lake City in Calcutta, 
this impressive 10 storied, 12,000 
Sq. mi. laboratory Gurlding with an 
attached hostel for 64 persons and 
4@ Stal! quarter block, involving a 
folal expenditure of Rupees 60 
millian 


is a landmark in the development 
of Indian Science Centre Move- 
ment, NCSM, the apex body of the 
science museums and é¢entreas in 
India, has the responsibilily olf 
spreading the Movement in nooks 
and corners of the vast country, to 
reach out to more and more 
people. As for achievements, last 
10 years saw the establishment of 
10 science centres in different 
parts of the country, according ta 
the nahenal plan baainy more are 


(Ganhd. in Page 2] 











NCSM 
SPEAKS 


hirty years of dedicated service 
fo the people is now bringing in 








[he happy rewards, On the Repub- 
li¢ Day this year, the President of 
india has conferred an Dr. Saroj 
Ghose, the Director General of 
NCSM, the distinguished award of 
Padmasrae for his ¢eontribulion 
towards the popularisation of 
science in the country. This fal- 
lows tne prestigious Indira Gandhi 
Award for Popularisation of 
Science, conferred on him by the 
Indian National Science Academy 
(MSA) in 1988. 


Dr. Ghose, a telecommunication 
engineer from Jadavpur University 
in Calcutta, completed his post- 
graduate studies in control angi- 
neering at Harvard University and 
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SCIENCE MUSEUMS—a special feature 


CENTRAL RESEARCH & 
TRAINING LABORATORY 


(Gantd, from Page th 


in the pipeline, scheduled to come 
up in the next live years. Corres- 
pondingly, educational program- 
mes and outreach activities of the 
eclence centres have changed a 
lot, and are changing continuously, 
to keep abreast of people's expec- 
tations, 


Optimisation of resources, free 
exchange of exhibits and experts 
and proper coordination of acti- 
vities are the prerequisites for such 
quick achievements, and with this 
aim in view the Central Research 
and Training Laboratory is establi- 
shed. It is to act as an umbrella, a 
catalyst, for all the existing and in 
the offing science centres in India. 


Activities at GRTL are extensive, 
embracing all the vital aspects of 
a science centre. Activities may be 
broadly categorised in two parts— 
Aé& DO and Training. 


RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 


* continuous research oan MUseo- 
lagy, museography, and techni- 
gues relating to development of 
new exhibils 


conceplual development of new 
exhibits and activities for bring: 
ing in increased visitors’ partici- 
pation 


Tha an department 








The mechanical workshop 


* jarge-seale development of pro- 
totype exhibits for feeding diffe- 
rent science centres and science 
parks acrass the country 


a 


development of mobile and tra- 
yelling exhibitions for circulation 
in (indie 


. 


development of international 
travelling exhibitions 


ry 


development of inflatable, porta- 
ble planetaria and new planeta- 
Tum Programmes 


* generation of computer solt- 
Ware, néw Wideo programmes, 


and microprocessor controlled 
exhibits 
‘ close liaison among NCSM's 


uniis in differant parts of India 
who have infrastructure for 
exhibit development 


* concepts and teachniques in 
science communication 


* development and use of teach- 
ing @ids and kits for formal 
scrence education 


" development and use of audio- 
visuals and video programmes 
for nonformal sclance education 


" wisualisation, silkscreen printing, 
fibreglass casting, photography 
and other areas of graphic 
design and modelling 


* electro-mechanical, optical and 
digital animation techniques 
and exhibit design 


* administratian, finance contral 
and leadership programmes 


TRAINING 


Year-round training 
available for : 
* in-service personnel at different 
levels in various NCSM science 
museums and centres 
persons deputed by other 
science centres, Slate Councils 
of Science & Technology, volun- 
tary organisations in India 
* persons on deputation 
other countries. 


facilities are 


. 


fram 





The computer secipon 


NCSM SPEAKS 


(Contd, trom Page 1) 


did his Ph.0 work in the Smithsani- 
an Institution, Washington 0. C. He 
joined the Birla Industrial and 
Technological Museum as Junior 
Scientific Olficer in 1958, when the 
first major public science museum 
in India was yel to open, In 1965 
he took over the steering of BITM. 
For about 15 years he was the 
head of BITM, and then WMehru 
Science Centre in Bombay. In 1979 
he took over the newly formed 
Natlonal Gouncil of Science 
Museums as its Director and then 
as the Director General. 


This decade of his leadership 
especially has brought in some 
tangible changes in the Indian 
science museum scenario. Ten new 
science centres in ten years were 
opened in different parts of the 
country, and the way is paved for 
many more to come up within ihe 
next five years. Things have 
changed in qualitative terms as 
well, Today science museums in 
India are quite renowned through- 
out tha world for their innovative 
exhibits, extensive educational 
activities and outreach program- 
mes. Sofence Park, a unique con- 


cepi in non-formal science edu- 
cation, was first implemented in 
India in 1979; and now a decade 


later it has become a source of 
inspiration and serves as a model 
for scianca ceniras in countries 
like the USA, 


SCIENCE MUSEUMS IN INDIA 








SCIENCE TO THE 
GRASSROOT LEVEL 





T aking science to the grassroot 

level is the current preoccupa- 
tion of NCSM. It plans to help, 
during the 8th Plan, 1000 schools 
fo Set up their own sclence centres, 
for developing creative abilities in 
their siudents. They are to be of a 
self-generating status, so thal 
around a set of nucleus teaching 
aids, kits and audio-visuals pro- 
vided by NCSM, the schools are 
able to build up momentum for 
generating new concepts and acti- 
vities, through the combined efforts 
of the teachers and the students. 
They should also become a source 
of inspiration for the adjoining 
schools. 


AREA OF ACTIVITY 


(1) School Science Programmes, 
wilh the mission “Build Your Own 
Laboratory’, and (2) Community 
Science Programmes, with the 
motto, “Service Before Sell", are 
the twin objectives. The former 
includes creative activities like 
development of kits and teaching 
aids with locally available materials 
and without sophisticated ma- 
chines ; developing low cost labo- 
ratories for supplementing class- 
room = leaching; and organising 
programmes like quiz, seminar. 
science fair, film show, nature 
Study camp, science demonstra- 
tion lecture and teachers’ training 
programme. The latter includes 
programmes on themes pertaining 
to rural community like agriculture, 
water Management, soil testing and 
preservation, food testing and pre- 
servation, pest control, tool making, 
eralts, vocational training, child- 
care and nutrition, health, ecology 
and environment, conservation and 
recirculation of energy and so on. 
Activities like organising mobile 
science exhibition also come under 
this. purview, 

ROLE OF NCSM 

ii is largely of catalytic support, 
tike— 

* continuously developin new 
concepts on teaching aids, kits 
and audio-visuals and feeding 
the ideas to School Science 


Centres for developing the mate- 
rials in their own places 


regularly organising training pro- 
grammes for teachers 


* regular monitoring and follow-up 
activities through a newslelter 


* rendering technical expertise and 
uidance to schools far sustain- 
ng the activities 


* mobilising necessary financial 
support from various sources for 
providing nucleus kits, tools etc, 
fo the schools and for running 
the Science Centres 


ACHIEVEMENTS 


121 schools are primarily identified 
and work has started in the State 
of Madhya Pradesh, Teachers" 
Training Programme had been 
organised at Raipur, Jabbalpur and 
Bhopal during January 17-31, 
February 3-17, and February 20 
to March 5, 1989 respectively, in 


which 65 teachers took part, 
Schedule is being prepared for 
initiating training in Manipur, 


Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, Orissa and 
West Bengal. It is planned to start 
about 100 more School Science 
Centre in Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala 
during 1989-90, 





WORKSHOP ON THE 
8TH PLAN 





During February 1989 NCSM orga- 

nised four regional workshops 
at Delhi, Bombay, Bangalore and 
Calcutta, involving many resource 
personnel like eminent scientists, 
educationists and science cammu- 
nicators. The aim of these brain- 
storming exercises was to evolve a 
guideline for science museums’ 
work in accordance with nation- 
al planning. Recommendations of 
these workshops are— 


* intensive research on the deve- 
lapment of & & T and their im- 
pact on society, with special 
reference to the Indian cantext 


* development of exhibit bank for 
participation in various national 
and international exhibitions at 
very short notice 


* launching “Science Train”, the 
first such travelling exhibition 
in India, for projecting the 
country’s rich & & T heritage and 
also the achievements in the 
Ppost-independence period, 





Much stress was also laid on gene- 
ration of activities like organising 
exhibitions to fight superstition and 
prejudice ; taking science to grass- 
root level through establishment of 
numerous school science centres 
and adequately training their tea- 
chers; formation of appropriate 
mechanism to encourage and 
Strengthen science club activities ; 
organising training programmes for 
aciance communicators; develop- 
ment of portable planetaria and 
interactive instructional program- 
mes fo creale mass awareness an 
astronomy. 


The workshops further recom- 
mended that NCSM should streng- 
then its in-house facilities for video 
Production on low budget; an- 
courage development of science 
centres by other organisations, and 
extend help for human resource 
development both within and out- 
side the Couneil, 


NEW SCIENCE CENTRES 





Four regional science centres 
are complete al Bhubaneswar, 
Lucknow, Guwahati and Nagpur. 
Under Nehru's and Aaman's birth 
centenary celebration programme 
of NCSM, these four new facilities 
will open for the people shortly. 


COUNTRYWIDE CELEBRA- | 
TION OF THE NATIONAL 
SCIENCE DAY 


February 28, 1928. On that day a 

new horizon in science was 
opened in the country, with Pro- 
fessor C V Raman announcing his 
Raman Effect. For this ha was 
awarded the Nobel Prize, the first 
in sclence in Asia. 


Since 1987, the Government of 
India has decided to observe the 
day as National Science Day. 


An event of such great magnitude 
and scientific importance, iW is @ 
fitting occasion for popularising 
science and creating science con- 
gciquaness in the people. All the 
gcience museums and science 
centres under NOSM across. (he 
country celebrated the day, as in 
the previous years, in a well co- 
ordinated way, through elaborately 
planned programmes, with spon- 
taneous involvement of thousands 
of school children, their teachers, 
science enthusiasts from sciance 
clubs, common people, eminent 
scientists and educationisis of 
their respective regions, They 
organised colourtul Science March 
in which thousands of people 
actively took part with banners, 
festoons. and posters, carrying 
Various appropriate messages of 
science. Songs were sung, mobile 
dramas were performed and the 
processions at their culmination 
were addressed by eminant scien- 
tists and educationists. In-house 
programmes al differant museums 
and centres comprised science 
drama, science poetry, sit and 
draw, sit and write, show and tell, 
science guiz, costume parade, 
popular lectures, slide deamonstra- 
tion, astronomy workshop, spec- 
tralab and planélanum shows, and 
many such events. 


Boece March, Purulia 











Science Quiz, Bangalore 


Se A Write, Gulbarga 


EXHIBITION ON LIFE & 
WORKS OF CV RAMAN— 
A BIRTH CENTENARY 
TRIBUTE 


T he National Science Day cele 

bration this year took a new 
dimension with a unique program- 
me of NCSM to commemorate the 
first birth cantenary of Professor 
c. V. Raman, which fell on Novem- 
ber 7, 1988. 2500 kilometres apart 
in two different cities, at Bangalore 
and at Calcutta, two like travelling 
exhibitions were opened to public 
on that day. 


The exhibitions are on their travel- 
ling schedule throughout India 
over a period of 13 months, giving 
our countrymen a glimpse into our 
rich heritage. The programme for 
exhibition from Calcutta comprises 
places like Purulia, Bhubaneswar, 
Fatna, Lucknow and Jaipur, before 
it reaches Delhi on November f, 
1989, for the valediction of the 
centenary. celebration. Similarly, 
the exhibition trom Bangalore will 
move through Gulbarga, Tirurnel- 
vel, Trivandrum, Pondicherry, 
Hyderabad and Nagpur, before 
culminating at Bombay on Novem- 
ber 7, 1989. 


Apart fram the graphic panels wiih 
many rare photegraphs capturing 
and sequentially presenting the 
extraordinary life of this savant ol 
écience, the emphasis of the exhi- 
bition is on visitors participaten, 
An assortment of artefacts and 
participatory exhibits are there in 
the exhibition for the visitors io 
interact with, and recapitulate 
Raman’s experiments in areas of 
acoustics and optics. An interest- 
ing part of the exhibition is the 
depiction of Raman’s treatises on 
various topics thal were published 
in international journals of repute, 
earning for him worldwide accola- 
des. 


The exhibitian in Patna 








EASTERN INDIA SCIENCE 
CAMP—1989 


T fousands of school students 

along with their teachers and 
aciénce-bults from science clubs 
across the country take part in 
this annual NCSM programme. 
Thesé fairs and camps have a 
multi-tier sysiem : starting at dis- 
trict level, going up to state level 
and then culminating at the reagi- 
onal level. Budding scientists from 
nooks and corners of the country 
assemble in these fairs at grass- 
root level with their various ingenu- 
ous working models and projects, 
and compete to rise through suc- 
cessively higher levels. Various 
study-scholarships, prizes, special 
awards and traphies are there, to 
enthuse the winners. 


This programme of science fairs 
and camps is, in a sense, the cul- 
mination of WOSM science muse- 
ums other non-formal aducational 
programmes. Schemes like creative 
ability centre or hobby centre and 
science demonstration lecture whet 
the ingrained curiosity in the 
youngsters, lead them to explora- 
tian into ideas and giving three-di- 
mensional shapes to ihem. Preci- 
sely that is how, many models and 
exhibits that assemble in these 
fairs, come into being. 


This year West Bengal State Lever 
Science Farr was held in Calcutta 
during February 9-12. 1643 students 


West Bengal Science Fale 





fram 403. schools and 131 science 
clubs took part, with 1455 models. 
In addition, 123 students fram 15 
schools and & science clubs in 
Caléutta took part in the Cafeufta 
District Setence Fale which was 
held simultaneously, 





Easiem India Science Camp 


Hosted by the Government of 
Orissa, the Eastern India Sciance 
Camp was held in Bhubaneswar 
during February 5-19, 1989. 200 
Participants from 122 schools and 
20 science clubs with 150 models 
and arhifacts assembled there, to 
mark their creative abilities, Ex- 
posure onenied training camps on 
photography, electronics, life scien- 
ces, utilizations of waste materials, 
computer literacy and creative 
activities were organised for obser- 
Vers coming from all over Eastern 
India. 





ANNIVERSARIES 


Tt District Science Centre in 

Gulbarga completed its fifth 
year of service to the people on 
January 6, 1989. District Science 
Centre, Tirunelveli celebrated its 
second anniversary on February 
éf, 1989. The fifth anniversary of 
District Science Centre, Dharam- 
pur falls on April 27 this year and 
it if being celebrated with the 
inauguration of a fascinating new 
gallery on ‘Perception’. 


On tha anniversary O50 Gulbarga intro 
duced Computer Awareness Programme 
for schew sbudenis 





THE FIRST COMPUTER 
FAIR IN CALCUTTA 





Birla Industrial and Technological 
Museum in collaboration with 
the Directorate of School Educa- 
tian arganised the first Camputer 
Fair during January 23—29, 1989, 
About 175 students fram 35 schools 
in Galéutta took part in this Fair. 
After @ primar screening 56 
Students fram 15 schools and 12 
science clubs actually worked on 
24 computers and developed soft- 
wares on Physics, Chemistry, 
Maihematics and Life Sciences 
which are to be used for class 
room teaching. Various prizes were 
there, for outstanding achieve- 
ments. Students willing to join but 
withoul programming experience 
were given an initiation through a 
computer awareness programme. 
This week-long programme also 
included— 


“an exhibition prepared by the 
Students themselves with guid- 
ance from their teachers and 
BITM, depicting the chranologi- 
cal development of computers— 
from ABACUS to the present day 


* 


computer demonstration by lead- 
Ing manufacturers, dealers and 
educational institutions like Pas- 
cal Computers, Computer Main- 
tenance Corporation, Computer 
Exchangé, Apple Systems, Hindu 
School and BITM 


popular lectures with deamon- 
siration by eminent profes- 
sionals, on topics related to com- 
puller communication, control, 
and education 


regular video shows 


* @ book stall 


Hands-on exporionce in the Fair 








INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION 


ENTERING SPACE 





U nder the NCSM—USIS (United 
States Information Service) a 
new exhibition has come to India. 
In an interesting way this exhibition 
reveals and presents to the public 
the different chapters of space ex- 
ploration carried out by the USA 
over the last three decades. Gra- 
phic panels with text sequentially 
speak of the human endeavour for 
leaving the Earth, its cradle, and 
reaching outta the unknown, The 
whole saga—from early unmanned 
lunar explorations to the present 
day planetary odyssey 15 narrated. 
The exhibition takes the visitors on 
a flight through the history of the 
US space programme and the 
achievements, while featuring half 
and quarter scale models of the 
memorabilia like Space Shuttle, 
upper section of Saturn V Apollo, 
Lunar Lander, Apollo Capsule, 
Mercury, Gemini, Viking, Pioneer, 
and Go-Orbiter. 


An interesting feature of the exhi- 
bition is that all tha visuals had 
been developed and organised in 
Calcutta, from negatives supplied 
by the USA. 


Co-sponsored by the NCSM and 
USIS, the exhibition is a part of 
NCSM's year-long national project 
on popularisation of science. 


On February 18, 1989 the exhibition 
was inaugurated at Birla Industrial 
and Technological Museum in Gal- 
cutla, Or, A FP Mitra, Director 
General of Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
inaugurated the exhibition, in the 
presence of Mr J Kreutzer, Director 
of USIS in Calcutta, Or Sankar Sen, 
Vice Chancellor of Jadavpur Uni- 
versity presided over the function. 
NASA astronaut Ms Shannon W. 
Lucid was the Guest of Honour in 
the ceremony. 


Astronaut Ms. Lach had a conspicucud 
frasonce in the opening af ihe exhibition, 





Attar March 17, 1998 the exhibition 
will Jeave for shows al Bhuba- 
neswar, Bangalore and other 
places in India. 





25 YEARS OF SPACE 
PHOTOGRAPHY 





The exhibition in Kuteh Museum, Gujarat, 


Lnder the NCSM and Indo-US 
Sub Commission on Education 
and CGulture’s collaboration pro- 
grammes this rare exhibition of 149 
photographs taken by un-manned 
spacecrafts sent by NASA, came 
to India from the USA in November, 
1966. Amidst tramendous popular 
interest and media faniare the 
exhibition was opened in Calcutta. 
After its successful debut in Cal- 
cutta the exhibition was set on 
initially a year long travelling 
echedule through different parts 
of India, Overwhelming popular 
response everywhere prompted the 
organisers of the exhibition to 
hand it over permanently to NCSM 
for further shows in many more 
new places, An index of ihe exhibi- 
tion's popularity is that if is in cir- 
culation till date, and not only that, 
ii is booked well in advance upto 
Tae | 


Since the debul in November 1986 
io March 1989, the exhibition was 
held at 15 places all over India. 
Schedula has been finalised for 
4 more shows, upto November 1989. 





MEETING OF THE JOINT 
COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL 
HERITAGE & ENDEAVOUR 





The fourteenth meeting of the 

Cammittee of Indo-US Sub 
Commission on Education and 
Culture was held in New Delhi on 
February 11, 1989, 


Along with science centre activitl- 
es, the Committee's purview inclu- 
des natural history museums, art 
museums, conservation, librarves, 
archives, performing arts, crafts 
atc ; and in the meeting a host of 
collaborative programmes were 
formulated. Those pertaining to 
éclence centre activities are : 


CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
OF EXHIBITS ON CHEMISTRY 


The Committee approved the pro- 
posal for organising a workshop 
on this theme in the USA during 
October, 1989, in collaboratron 
with the American Association of 
Chemical Science. The proposal 
for jointly organising an interac- 
tive presentation on collaborative 
eliorts between India and the USA 
in the next ASTC Conference in 
October 1989 was also approved. 


INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATION—A NEW 
APPROACH IN SCIENCE 
MUSEUMS 


Bilateral collaboration programme 
between NCSM and Smithsonian 
institution of the USA envisages 
joint development of an exhibition 
simultaneously in Delhi and Wash- 
ington O. C. As a corollary to this 
programme the proposal for orga- 
nising a workshop in India during 
the Fall of 1990 was approved, 


EXHIBITION ON "STRUCTURES 


NCSM and Archaeological Survey 
of India has a programme of deve- 
loping an exhibition on Indian struc- 
tures which, along with the Ameri- 
can part of the exhibil, developed 
by the Franklin Institute will form a 
joint Inda-US travelling exhibition. 


EXHIBITION “EARTH FROM 
SPACE” 


Asa sequel to ihe highly success- 
ful “25 Years of Space Photogra- 
phy” exhibition, this new travelling 
exhibition from Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory of the USA is expected 
in India during December-January 
1589-90, 


EXCHANGE OF PERSONNEL 


Under this programme, Ms. Lin 
Rankin and Ms. Sally Duensing, 
Iwo experts from the Explorator- 
um, USA, will be in India for a 
period of six weeks. 








MUSEUMS 2000 





oO" hundred years afler the 

fanmation of the first profes- 
sional body for muséums, the 
Museums Association in London 
is celebrating its centenary with 
Museums ear 


This, than, is the time for a lithe 
thaught and reflection about muse- 
ums, their role in society and how 
thay will change up to and beyond 
2000. This is the time to gather 
together a collection of people 
fram around the world who are 
interested and invelvwed in muse- 
ums and encourage them to talk, 
denalée and swap ideas and experi- 
ences. 


On the 10th and 11th May, 1989 at 
the Novotel in Hammersmith, Lan- 
don, a group of senior figures will 
gather round a table to discuss 
the role and nature of museums 
inte the twenty-first century. There 
will be eight principal speakers 
but on each day another twelve 
will also be invited to take part in 
what will not be a series of lac- 
lures Bul genuine and thoughtful 
debate around a table. Members 
of the profession, public, press and 
politicians are welcome to come 
and listen to people of influance 
and vision and at selected times 
pul written questions or raise 
further pomts for debate. There 
will be four main sessions @xamin- 
ing Museums roles with some of 
their main constituents 


Topless include - 


* Politics and Museums 

* People and Museums 

* Professionals and Museums 
* Profit and Museums 


Speakers 


already 
include : 


confined, 


* Dr. Saro] Ghose, Director Gene- 
ral, National Council of Science 
Museums, India, 


* Donald Home, Chairman, Aus- 
tralia Gouncil, 


Paul Perrot, Director, Virginia 
Museum of Fine Aris, U.S.A, 


Lorene San FAoman, Director, 
National Museum of Casta Rica, 


* Tormstavy Sola, Director, Muse- 
ums Documentation Centre, 
Zargreb, Yugoslavia. 


CHINA'S NEW SCIENCE 


MUSEUM 


eee ies 
om) 1 1 










fechne- 


national science and 
logy museum has been estab- 
lished in Beijing during Septem- 


A 


ber 1988. In the first phase the 
muséum has two sections. One 
section displays atiractive artifacts 
which reflect the country’s glori- 
ous tradition in science technology 
over @ period of TOOO years. 
Exhibit topies incélude—asironomy, 
musical instrumenis, embroidery, 
early meachanisations, papar, silk, 
gunpowder, ceramics etc. 


Another seciion of the museum 
displays a series of participatory 
exhibits on themes like electricity, 


magnetism, sound, optics, holo- 
Qram, computer, and nuclear 
science 

In ihe subsequent phases, the 


museum envisages large scale ex- 
pansion, which among other things, 
includes an OMNIMAX theatre, 





NEW METHODS IN THE 
CLEANING OF PAINTINGS 





The Geity Conservation Institute 

in California, USA is conduct- 
ing a two week workshop om this 
topic during August 14-25, 15989, 
for axperienced conservators res- 
ponsible for the care and treatment 
of paintings. 


AIM OF THE COURSE 


* To familiarise participants with 
procedures ulilizing cross sec- 
tions, fluorescent dyes and selec- 
tive fitters/polariging  micros- 
copes for the tdéntification of 
materials waually found in easel 
Paintings, 


* To present and demonstrate the 
use of enzymes, soaps and gels 
fo remove varnishes and to 
clean paintings. 


INSTRUCTION TECHNIQUE 


* Lectures, slide presentations, 
demonstration, laboratory and 
practical workshop sessions, 


Supplemented by notes prepar- 
ed by the instructer. 


"A visil to the J. Paul Geltly 
Museum to view paintings clean- 
ed with the methods mentioned 
above. 


APPLICATION 


* There is no registration fee. 
Deadline for application is April 
14, 1989. 


THE ARTS OF SPRING 


T? help chase away the winter 

doldrums and celebrate the 
season of rebirth, the New York 
Hall of Science presents its first 
ever art exhibition—Spring Works, 
from March 25 through April 30, 
1989 


The exhibition features three works 
of art which use technology to 
intérpret the sights and sounds of 
Nature. The pieces are diverse, 
covenng electronics, light sculp- 
tures and air vorlices. Temple of 
fhe Winriwind, Chirping and Silence 
and Lightscapes—of the three, the 
Whining will become a perma- 
nent exhibit in the Hall of Science. 


Temple of the Whirlwinds : using 
a large fan, several air blowers and 
three humidifiers, this 17 ft. tall 
tornado is created, which spins 
gracefully. It is the largest to date 
in the USA. and first to be viewed 
in New York. 








INDIA OFFERS TO HOST 
THE ICOM ASIA-PACIFIC 
AGENCY 





he Indian National Commitiee of 

ICOM has olferad to host the 
ICOM Regional Agency in Asia and 
the Pacific at Calcutta from Septe- 
mber 7889 onwards, with the 
following support fram the Matio- 
nal Council of Science Museums, 
India 2 


* rent free fully furnished office 
space of about 500 sq. mt, with 
felephones and telex facilities ; 


* supporting secretarial stall ; 


a Regional Documentation Centra 
with supporting stall ; 


annual training facilities for 
middle level museum profes- 
sionals of Asia and the Pacific 
in the Central Research & Train- 
ing Laboratory at Calcutta. 


A decision will be taken in the 
ICOM General Conference in The 
Hague during August 27—Septem- 
ber 6, 1989. 





THE FOURTH REGIONAL 
ASSEMBLY OF ICOM IN 
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 





T he fourth Regional Assembly of 
ICOM in Asia and the Pacilic 
was held in Beijing during March 
1-7, 1989. About sixty museum pro- 
fessionals fram 15 countries parti- 
cipated in the Assembly, which 
was co-chalread by Prof. Shen 
Quing-lin (China), Or Saroj Ghose 
(india), Mr Tadashi = inurmaru 
ijJapan) and Or Donald McMichael 
(Australia). Among the participants 
Were - 


Prof. Geoffrey Lewis (ULK.), the 
President of ICOM: 


Mir Brian Arthur (Canada), Chair- 
man of ICOM Advisory Committee + 


Mr Patrick Gardon, Secretary 
General of ICOM; 
Prot. Vinos Sofka (Sweden), Chair- 
man of ICOFOM : 


Prof. Sorchird Tsuruta, member af 
ICOM Executive Council and chair: 
men and representatives of the 
national committees of Australia, 
Bangladesh, China, India, Japan, 
Korea (DPR), Korea (South), 
Malayasia, Thailand and USSR, 





THE MUSEOLOGY KING ! 





Prof. Vinod Sake, Chairman of (OOFOM, in a lighter mood in Baijing. 





The Assembly started with the fol- 
lowing four keynote addresses : 


ICOFOM and Museology: a 
decade of international search 
for the foundations of museo- 
logy—by Prof. Vinos Sotka 


Museums and Social Edueation 
in Asia and the Pacific—by Or. 
Donald McMichael 


* Relation of ICOM and Asia-Paci- 
fic Region—by Mr Brian Arthur 


Museology in China—by Prof. 
Su Dong-hai (China). 


The keynote addresses were follow- 
ed by group discussions, resulting 
in specific recommendations on 
Museums in Ghina, Museums and 
sotial Education, Museums and 
Museology in Asia and the Paci- 
fic Region, ICOM and Asia and 
the Pacific, and finally on Regional 
Co-operation among Museums in 
Asia and the Pacific 


The programme included visit to 
Military Museum of China, Palace 
Museum, National Library of China, 
Museum of Science & Technology, 
the Great Wall, Ming Tombs and 
the Peking Opera. 


The Regional Assembly was orga- 
niséd by Prof. Shen Quing-lin of 
the Museum of Chinese Revolution, 
the President of the Chinese 
Society of Museums and the 
Chairman of the Chinese National 
Commitiee of ICOM 


EDITOR CAPSULE is looking for- 
ward to your sending by April 30, 
1889, publication materials for the 
fourtéénth issue of CAPSULE 
Please send short moles, phote- 
Graphs, problems, suggestions, 
cartoons and puzzles, 


Publish by 

National Couneil of 
Science Museums 
Sector, Block Gh, 
Salt Lake City 
Caleutla-7O0 091. )NDOLA 


